
December 5th, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent

Masses 
Monday to Saturday: 
8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 
11.30 a.m. 1.10 p.m. 3.00 p.m.  
Sunday: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil),  
8.00 a.m., 10.30 a.m. 12.30 p.m. 
& 4.00 p.m.  
Names can be enrolled for Mass 
and will be remembered and 
prayed for on the day requested. 
 
St Jude Novena 
This continues to be celebrated on 
Tuesdays at 8.00 p.m. and will be 
livestreamed on our website. The 
blessing with the Relics of St Jude 
and of St Thérèse of Lisieux will 
take place. 
 
Confessions 
Monday to Friday:  
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
Saturday                                                                                                                                                                         
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms & Weddings 
Please contact the Parish Office if 
you have a Baptism or Wedding 
booked at this time. 
 
 

JOIN US FOR LITURGY  
THROUGH OUR 

WEBCAM 

Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, (Whitefriar Street Church) 
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Registered Charity CHY5894

Behold,  
I am  

doing 
something  

new!  
 

(Isa 43:18-19a). 
 

Over the next two weeks we will hear various texts from the Book of 
Isaiah (Is 40-55). The descriptions of the future paint a picture of 
mountains being leveled, valleys lifted up, dry ground becoming fresh 
springs of water, the deaf being cured, the lame leaping, and descendants 
as numerous as sand on the seashore. Significantly, the prophet is writing 
to people in exile. They had been taken from their homeland and settled 
in a foreign nation. Their temple worship discontinued, and their future 
identity was in question. Isaiah gave the people what they needed most: 
a word of hope from their God telling them, “Remember not the events 
of the past, the things of days gone by. Behold, I am doing something 
new!” (Isa 43:18-19a). This “something new” was yet to be revealed. 

Amid all the hopes of how their life might change, there was something 
far deeper for these them to take in, to believe - God was with them and 
would not abandon them. The strength of their belief in God’s presence 
would strengthen them to persevere to be true and faithful. The prophet’s 
imagery was symbolic of something bigger than themselves, a re-creative 
act of God for which they must wait to see unfold. God was to do 
something new. 

Isaiah’s message takes on a new character later (Is 56-66). They have 
returned to their homeland. God had fulfilled his promise that they would 
return and take possession of the land once promised to Abraham. 
However, not everything was as glorious. The return from exile was to be 
a time of rebuilding - not only the city walls and the temple but also their 
spiritual identity and moral fabric of life. God’s law now had to be 
interiorized and lived faithfully. God was doing something new in making 
it clear that a divine presence was with them, and they had their part to 
fulfill in trust and fidelity. 

These readings summon us to understand the grand imagery of Isaiah 
as a symbolic word of encouragement and support. God remains faithful 
and is always doing something new, beyond our expectation, yet always 
for our growth into an ever more mature and responsible faith. The 
wisdom of God exceeds our expectations. This is the reality of our human 
existence. 

The season of Advent immerses us in the awareness that God continues 
to come among us each and every day. Sometimes we can see it clearly, 
sometimes opaquely; and sometimes we have to wait to understand it. 
Advent is not only a season; it is a daily occurrence. 

Gregory J. Polan is the Abbot Primate of the worldwide Benedictine Confederation 

PLEASE CONTINUE  
TO BE SAFE  

AND PROTECT 
 EACH OTHER



THIS WEEK’S LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
Sunday, 5th December:           Second Sunday of Advent 
Monday, 6th December:         First Week of Advent 
Tuesday, 7th December:          St Ambrose. Bishop & Doctor 
Wednesday, 8th December:    Immaculate Conception  
Thursday, 9th December::       Second Week of Advent 
Friday 10th December:            Second Week of Advent 
Saturday, 11th December::      Second Week of Advent 
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A SAINT THIS WEEK 
 

St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Ambrose was born sometime around the year 340 in 
Gaul, which covered much of western Europe. He was 
a lawyer and later became governor in what is today 
northern Italy. He had his offices in Milan, in northern 
Italy, where he was elected Bishop by popular acclaim 
of the laity, even though he was still only preparing to 
be baptised. He worked untiringly for the Church and 
was not afraid of standing up to the emperors in defence 

of the faith and of morals. He was a close friend of St Monica and baptised 
St Augustine. He died on Good Friday, 397. 

 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

This solemnity celebrates the fact that Mary herself was 
conceived without original sin, a state which reflected 
the fact that she was to be the Mother of God through 
giving birth to Jesus, the Second Person of the Most 
Holy Trinity. This belief was held for many centuries 
among the faithful and a feast with this theme was 
approved in 1476. St Catherine Labouré’s vision in 
1830 was the source of the Miraculous Medal which 
bears the words ‘O Mary, conceived without sin’. For 
centuries many theologians were unhappy with this 

idea as it would suggest that Mary was different to the rest of her brothers 
and sisters, that she might not be one of us. After consultation and further 
examination, the dogma was formally proclaimed by Pope Pius IX in 
1854. Affirmation was seen to be given to this dogma in 1858, when 
Bernadette Soubirous asked the Lady who had appeared to her in Lourdes 
who she was, and the Lady replied that she was the Immaculate 
Conception.

Mass Office, Church Shop & 
General Enquiries 

Monday to Saturday:  
8.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Items can be ordered by phone or 
through our online shop and they 
will be sent out by post. Shop and 
all other enquiries: Tel: (01) 475 
8821 Email: shop@whitefriar-
streetchurch.ie 
Web: https://shop.whitefriarstreet-
church.com/ 
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Parish Office 
For certificates of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Marriage, or to 
book a Baptism or a Wedding. 01 
475 8821 
Email: parish@whitefriarstreet-
church.ie 
 

u v u v u v u 
 

 Society of  St Vincent de Paul  
Members meet each Monday 
evening to consider requests. For 
those living within our parish, 
requests can be made by text to 
085 789 8699. For those outside 
the Parish, please ring 01 855 
0022. 
 

u v u v u v u 
 

 REMAINING  VIGILANT 
While Covid-19 is a significant 
threat, we strongly recommend 
and ask all those visiting our 
church to adhere to the following: 
• Wear a face mask at all times 

while in the building no matter 
how many others are there. 

• Wear a face mask when in the 
confessional. 

• Sanitise your hands when 
entering the building. 

• Keep a safe distance from 
others when seated and avoid 
crowding. 

• Follow the instructions of our 
staff in the church and shop. 

People may bring a clean bottle 
of tap water to church and it can 
be blessed by a priest, or they can 
buy a bottle in the Church Shop 
and we will fill it for them (there 
is no charge for the holy water). 
 

u v u v u v u 
 

Carmelite Community Centre 
Tel: (01) 475 4673 
in fo@carme l i t ecommuni ty 
centre.com

 

God calls us forward to a new world, to embrace a 
new future. That is God’s deeper gift to us. His call 
is not to return to a wonderful place where 
“everything was wonderful” - be that Bethlehem or 
the ‘wonderful world’ of our shared past. Our 

prayer this Advent and always is, therefore, shaped 
by that hope. In this time, for many, it is also framed by 

the experience of loss and continuing grief.  Our anticipation of 
the joy of Christmas is all the greater for the depth of the crisis 
through which we have been travelling. Christian hope is not 
naive. It does not give rise to nostalgia, denial or conformity.   
Rather it is realistic in its faithfulness and bold in its imagination. 
Pope Francis tells us that hope ‘is able to see a tomorrow; hope 
is the door that opens onto the future.’  Hope changes everything.  
 

Advent Pastoral Letter - Archbishop Dermot Farrell


